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The molecule of the title compound, C 13 H 11 NO, is almost planar (r.m.s. deviation = 0.013 Å ), apart from the cyanide group, for which the C and N atoms deviate from the mean plane of the other atoms by 0.341 (3) and 0.571 (4) Å , respectively. In the crystal, weak aromaticstacking [centroid-centroid distance = 3.758 (3) Å ] may help to stabilize the structure.
Related literature
For background to the use of naphthylethyl acetonitrile as an intermediate for the synthesisis of N-naphthylethyl amide derivatives, see: Depreux & Lesieur (1994) . For further synthetic details, see: Yous & Andrieux (1992 Data collection: CAD-4 EXPRESS (Enraf-Nonius, 1994); cell refinement: CAD-4 EXPRESS; data reduction: XCAD4 (Harms & Wocadlo, 1995) ; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: PLATON (Spek, 2009 ); software used to prepare material for publication: PLATON. which was evaluated as melatonin receptor ligands (Depreux & Lesieur, 1994) . We report herein the crystal structure of the title compound, (I).
In the molecule of the title compound (Fig 1) , the bond lengths and angles are within normal ranges. Rings A (C3-C7/ C12), B (C8-C12)are, of course, planar, and they are oriented at dihedral angle A/B= 1.10 (3) °. So, they are nearly coplanar. No classical hydrogen bond was found in the molecule. The π-π contacts between the naphthalene rings, Cg1-Cg2 i [symmetry codes: -x,1 -y,1 -z, where Cg1 and Cg2 are centroids of the rings A (C3-C7/C10/C12), and B (C8-C12), respectively] may further stabilize the structure, with centroid-centroid distances of 3.758 (3) Å.
Experimental
(7-Methoxy-1-naphthyl)acetic acid was reacted with thionyl chloride in CHCl 3 , and the crude acid chloride was treated with aqueous ammonia to produce (7-Methoxy-1-naphthyl)acetamide. Dehydration of this amide with trifluoroacetic anhydride in THF at 273 K gave the title compound (Yous & Andrieux, 1992) . Crystals suitable for X-ray analysis were obtained by slow evaporation of a methanol solution (yield; 66%, m.p. 353 K).
Refinement
H atoms were positioned geometrically, with C-H = 0.93 Å for aromatic H and C-H = 0.96 and 0.97 Å for methyl and methylene H, respectively, and constrained to ride on their parent atoms, with U iso (H) = xU eq (C,O), where x = 1.5 for OH H and x = 1.2 for all other H atoms. (4) 
